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The POD® Strategy
Priority One Discipleship

Overview

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. *° Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, %° teaching
them to observe all that | have commanded you. And behold, | am with you
always, to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:18-20 (ESV)

Jesus commissioned the church to go and make disciples. The POD strategy is a
waywecan accompl i sh t hPOBs aresmathgroBps df disciplese | p
who

1. St udy Cbonmmargds (thesBible) together

2. Apply what we learn to our lives.

3. Share the Good News about Christ with others.
4. Make new disciples through forming new PODS.

In other words, the members of a POD do the Christian life together with the
determination to be constantly expanding Christ’ s K i rhgodgb discipleship.

The POD®

A POD is a group of people who are being discipled by the same POD leader.
The church provides specially formatted materials for POD leaders to use as
teaching guides. These are short Bible teachings that include an application,
something to share, and a set of questions for accountability and further study.
POD leaders receive these teachings from the Pastor, which they in turn share
with their POD members. Every POD member is encouraged to find at least one
person to whom he or she will share what is being learned in the POD. This is an
essential element of the POD strategy for disciple formation. We learn best when
we are teaching what we learn to others.

and what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to
faithful men who will be able to teach others also. 2 Timothy 2:2 (ESV)

POD leaders are encouraged to limit the size of their PODs to a maximum of six
people. The members of a POD may meet with the leader together, as
individuals or as subsets of the entire group. It all depends on the ability of the
group to mesh schedules and the needs of the group. POD leaders should set up
opportunities for one-on-one sessions with the each member of the POD, if this is
not how the regular meetings take place.

© 2009 Liberty Church 13 Pastor Pete Beck Il
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New PODs led by disciples who are being taught in a POD may be started at the
discretion of the POD leader after conferring with the Pastor and elders of the
church. This decision will be based on the readiness and maturity of the disciple
who wants to lead a new POD and the need to start one based on the interest of
new potential disciples. If a new POD is started and led by a disciple who has not
yet completed the course of study in his own POD, he will simply begin teaching
what he has been already taught and confer regularly with his POD leader about
his leadership experience and any challenges that may arise.

Once a disciple faithfully completes the course of study provided by the POD
leader, the POD should strategize how best to launch new PODs that will be led
by those who have just completed the assigned work. Of course, this always will
be done under the general oversight of the church elders. Each graduate will
receive access to a Teacher’s Edition of the study materials for use in leading
and teaching members of any new PODs that he may lead.

Since the discipleship process will continue until the Lord returns, disciples
should always be involved in passing on what they have been taught and helping
new people learn how to walk in obedience to the Lord. We hope you will enjoy
your discipleship experience under the POD system and will pass it along to
many others.

The POD® Meeting

A typical POD meeting might consist of talking about life issues and anything

currently needing attentioninthedi sci pl e’ s | i fe.fro@ne or mor ¢
Discipleship Essentials also should be covered unless something urgent

displaces it. The POD leader and disciple should discuss the teaching, the

application and how to share what has been learned. Each lesson also has a

memory verse attached; so, time should be given for the student to recite from
memory the verse from the previous week. Over time the disciple should build a
reservoir of memorized verses. The questions at the end of each lesson are
designedtohelp t he di sci pl e —keng @od,laving peoplesasd o n ”
making disciples. The mentor should be sure to keep encouraging the disciple to

take steps to become active and fruitful in these areas. Activities and fellowship
outside the actual POD meeting are also highly encouraged in order to

strengthen relationships and build unity.

The Discipleship Essentials Workbook

At the front of each book is place to for the disciple to put his own name, the date
he joined the POD and date he finishes the workbook. He should also list the
names of his Pastor, his POD leader and the other people in his POD. After that,
he should list the names of anyone outside the POD that he may be discipling on
a one-on-one basis. Husbands are encouraged to share what they are learning
with their wives and children as is age appropriate. The last group of names is a
list of any persons the disciple is reaching out to on a friendship basis in the
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hopes of sharing the gospel and developing as a disciple in the future. This list
will make a great prayer list, too.

As with any new project, there will be numerous adjustments and improvements
over time. If you have a suggestion for how we can make this a better and more
productive experience, please contact me.

Pastor Pete Beck llI
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POD® Theology

But other seeds were planted on good ground and produced grain. They
produced one hundred, sixty, or thirty times as much as was planted. Matthew
13:8 (GW)

The idea behind the POD name is a seedpod, such as the seed case for lima
beans. Every bean plant begins when the farmer plants a single seed in the
ground,whi ch *“ di es ” and grédws into ssnew pbaat that jn turn
produces new seedpods. The little seeds grow within the pod until they reach
maturity; then, the pod splits open, releasing the seeds that can be planted
individually to produce new plants and pods. This process repeats until the end
of time.

Truly, truly, | say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it
remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. John 12:24 (ESV)

The way the process begins is with the total commitment of the seed. The seed

that is intended for planting must not be eaten. Instead, it is set aside and put in

the ground by faith. Either it will rot or come alive as a new plant. Once the seed

is planted and exposed to moisture, there is no turning back. In the same way, a

discipleship POD begins when a leader commits to invest him or herself in

discipling a person or group of persons. One or more disciples gather with the

|l eader in a “pod” or group for teaching, s
These disciples are encouraged to invest themselves in other new disciples to

keep the process going.

and what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to
faithful men who will be able to teach others also. 2 Timothy 2:2 (ESV)

The group will use the Discipleship Essentials workbook, which is based on the
Gospel of John, which was written to teach us about Christ and to facilitate faith
in Him that we might have life.

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not
written in this book; ' but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
John 20:30-31 (ESV)

All the lessons have been developed from the major themes and teachings found
in the book. | hope you wil/| be bl essed as much in
with the others in your POD as | have had in preparing the materials.

Pastor Pete Beck llI
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1. Jesus Is the Eternal Word of God

YIn the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2
He was in the beginning with God. ® All things were made through him, and without him
was not any thing made that was made. John 1:1-3 (ESV)

John's Gospel opens with +“hirne et hha gbwlhigh taka ignng "f i ¢

us back to the first words of Genesis. (Genesis 1:1-2)This deliberate parallel teaches us
that the Word (logos in Greek) is the Creator of Genesis. This means that when God
spoke the creation into existence, the eternal Word (a Person) went to work bringing into
existence all we see and know. He did this through the agency of the Holy Spirit, the
third Person of the Godhead. The second remarkable thing we see is that this Logos
was with God and was God. There is a deep mystery revealed here, the
incomprehensible Trinity or Godhead, One God comprised of three distinct Persons.
Two of those Persons, the Father (God) and the Word (God) are mentioned in the above
passage. These Persons, while both being God, are also with One Another. This means
God has enjoyed eternal fellowship, unity and love. We cannot fully grasp this with our
limited human reasoning, but it is what the Bible reveals. The third thing we learn from
this passage is that the Word is not a created being. He has always been.

You may wonder why John began his Gospel from such lofty theological heights. What
can we apply to everyday life from these opening verses?

1. John establishes the preeminence of Christ (Col.1:16-18) from the start. It is
essential that believers know Who our Lord really is and honor Him accordingly.

2. Every cult has at its root a doctrine that detracts from the glory and preeminence of
Christ or denies the Trinity. John is protecting us from this type of false doctrine.

3. Knowing the greatness of Christ makes it easier for us to worship and trust Him.

When you share with another person, be sure to keep in mind that to communicate the
gospel fully, we must fully honor Jesus. Do not be afraid to tell people that Jesus is the
Creator God. (Acts 2:33-36)

Questions for Application and Discussion:

1. In what ways have you loved God this week? (prayer, Bible study, worship, and
obedience) In what ways do you need to improve?

2. In what ways have you loved your neighbor this week? (hospitality, reaching out,
service) In what ways do you need to improve?

3. Why is it crucial that we know that Jesus is not a created being? (He had to be God
in order to pay fully the price for our sin. His divinity validates His teachings and
Lordship.)

4. Why did the Word have to become flesh? (Jesus had to become a man in order to
represent the human race as a sacrifice for sin, set an example of holy living and to
reveal what God is like.)

5. Why do false religions usual | y Sdtantlways t
seeks to detract from the glory of the Son of God, the One Who defeated him, and to
misrepresent the true Gospel.)
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2. Jesus Is the Life

*1n him was life, and the life was the light of men.
John 1:4 (ESV)

Not only did Jesus create all that exists, He is the Life Giver in every sense of the
word. He created, redeemed and sustains life. We saw in the last lesson that He
is the Creator of all things. We will see later in this series that Jesus redeemed
our lives by laying down His own. We see in the letter to the Hebrews that He
sustains life, too.

% He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and
he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for
sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, Hebrews 1:3 (ESV)

Christianity is a personal relationship with the God Who is Life itself, Who shares
His life with us when we come to Him in faith.

® Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to
the Father except through me. John 14:6 (ESV)

12\Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does
not have life. 1 John 5:12 (ESV)

True life is a Person, our Lord Jesus Who lives in us via His Holy Spirit. The
Person is the gift of life.

1. Do you personally know the One Who is Life itself?
2. Do you focus more on knowing God or keeping rules? (Gal.6:12-15)

3. Legalism relates more to rules keeping than relationship building.

When you share the gospel with others, be sure you tell them that Christianity is
a personal relationship with Christ. It starts, continues and will always be that first
and foremost. 't i s not a “rewng@godon” or

3 And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ
whom you have sent. John 17:3 (ESV)

Questions for Application and Discussion:
1. In what ways have you loved God this week? (prayer, Bible study, worship, and
obedience) In what ways do you need to improve?

2. In what ways have you loved your neighbor this week? (hospitality, reaching out,
service) In what ways do you need to improve?

3. Why do you think God chose to give us life via His Son instead of as something
we could have apart from Him? (God wanted to have relationship with us.)

4. How does physical life differ from spiritual life? (One can be spiritually dead but
physically alive. This was Adam’s condition after the Fall and ours when we
come into this world.)

5. How can a person become spiritually alive? (By being born again by the Spirit.)

© 2009 Liberty Church 18 Pastor Pete Beck Il
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3. Jesus Is the Light

*1n him was life, and the life was the light of men. ®> The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. John 1:4-5 (ESV)

When we enter a dark room and flip on the light switch, darkness instantly disappears.

Light always overcomes darkness.

When t he

He is the revelation of God’' s HebI3)y before

16 who alone has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever
seen or can see. To him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen. 1 Timothy 6:16 (ESV)

The Light brings evil out of hiding and exposes it. (John 3:19-21)Darkness and evil are
twins. God and light are synonymous. (Ephesians 5:1-14))

says that God’' s P3mnAi®:105)sSince | a mp
Jesus is the Word Who became flesh (John 1:14), He lights our way. He gives
understanding to our darkened minds.

2. He opens our blinded eyes to expose and convict us of sin. (John 9:39-41) He
reveals to us the glory of God. (John 17:24)To be a Christian means we are not
afraid to come to Jesus to let Him expose those areas of our lives that need to be
corrected, cleansed or healed. (Mat.13:28)

"But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another,
and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.

1. The Bi bl e

1 John 1:7 (ESV)

When we share the gospel with others, we should pray that God will open their
eyes and hearts to their own sin and need of salvation, as well as to the truth of
the gospel. (John 16:7-11)

3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled only to those who are perishing.

*In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep
them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.

® For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your
servants for Jesus’ sake. ® For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has
shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of
Jesus Christ. 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 (ESV)

Questions for Application and Discussion:

1. In what ways have you loved God this week? (prayer, Bible study, worship, and
obedience) In what ways do you need to improve?

2. In what ways have you loved your neighbor this week? (hospitality, reaching out,
service) In what ways do you need to improve?
wal ki ng i n the IhéalghR (Sih ong/baspomgr or t an't
when it hides in the darkness of denial and deception.)
4. Should we be transparent before people or just God? (We are to confess our sins
to one another as well as unto God. James 5:16)
5. In 2 Cor. 4:6, why did Paul refer back to Genesis to describe the work of the
gospel? (Because the new birth corresponds to the creation of life and light out of
the chaos and darkness that existed prior to creation.)

3. Why i s

© 2009 Liberty Church
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4. Receiving Christ (John 1:9-13)
But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to

become children of God,

Becoming a child of God

Fat her , we

John 1:12 (ESV)

i's bot h a the Aew birthpand legél prqcess or
event (justification). The legal aspect is found in the above verse. As fallen
creatures, we had no rights before God. Through the being reconciled to the

have had our rights

restored. Through receiving Christ (believing on His name and submitting to His
lordship), we are given a legal standing (Romans 5:1-2)before God with specific

rights attached.

Here is a list of some of the privileges we have in Christ that we must use.

1. Privilege of Presence—We may bol dl vy
any time. (Heb. 4:16)

2. Privilege of Proclamation — We may boldly declare the gospel message
| authority as God’'s representa

with ful

3. Privilege of Power-We may bol dly di spense

10:8)

approach

When we share the gospel with others, we should use the privilege of presence
to pray ahead of time for the person with whom we are sharing and be open to

l eading the

m to pray. I f we

can get

presence, we have won a great victory. We should also use the privilege of
proclamation to tell people about the gospel message. We should also be ready
to pray for any needs that may arise so that God may show his power to confirm

the gospel. (Mark 16:20)

because our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the
Holy Spirit and with full conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to be
among you for your sake. 1 Thessalonians 1:5 (ESV)

Questions for Application and Discussion:

1. In what ways have you loved God this week? (prayer, Bible study,
worship, and obedience) In what ways do you need to improve?

2. In what ways have you loved your neighbor this week? (hospitality,
reaching out, service) In what ways do you need to improve?

3. Why do we need a new legal standing with God? (God’s justice is at stake.)

4. Of the three privileges mentioned above, which do you feel is the most
important, and why?

5. Why is it important for the gospel to come with power and not only in
word? (God’s kingdom is not based on human arguments.)

© 2009 Liberty Church
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5. Election (John 1:13; 6:37-45; 15:16; 17:24-26)

All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me | will
certainly not cast out. John 6:37 (NASB)

In some quarters, the doctrine of election is quite controversial. The purpose of this
lesson is not to introduce any kind of systematic theology, but to simply look at what the
Scriptures say. Jesus understood that only those the Father gave to him would actually

respond to his message. The Bible calls this *

chosen some out of the whole to be his special people for reasons known only to Him.

Even before he made the world, God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy and

without fault in his eyes. > God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family by
bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ. This is what he wanted to do, and it gave
him great pleasure. Ephesians 1:4-5 (NLT)

How does this practically impact our lives?

1. 1t gives us cause for adoration when we
toward us! [We realize that his choice was not based on any merits or worthiness
in us. Romans 9:10-13]

2.1t gives us confidence in the uSmceth@ngi ng
choice was not based on our inherent worthiness, neither is his keeping power.
Phil. 1:6]

3. It gives us hope because nothing ever surprises God.

The doctrine of election tells us that there are always people who will respond to the
gospel. We just do not know who they are before it happens. Therefore, we have faith
that the preaching of the gospel will produce results because God is the one who takes
initiative, not people.

Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the offspring of David, as preached in my
gospel, ®for which | am suffering, bound with chains as a criminal. But the word of God is
not bound! *° Therefore | endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they also may
obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 2 Timothy 2:8-10 (ESV)

Questions for Application and Discussion:

1. Inwhat ways have you loved God this week? (prayer, Bible study, worship, and
obedience) In what ways do you need to improve?

2. In what ways have you loved your neighbor this week? (hospitality, reaching out,
service) In what ways do you need to improve?

3. How do you feel about the doctrine of election? How does it affect your pride?
[Our pride receives a deathblow since we can in no way boast that we earned or
deserved salvation. Eph. 2:8-9]

4. If you know people are out there that God has chosen for salvation, how should
you pray? [Prayer is part of the means that God uses to accomplish his ends. We
must pray according to God'’s revealed will, asking him to work in people to open
their hearts to the gospel and to send workers into the harvest.]

5. Does this doctrine give you confidence for the future? [Yes, God is working out
everything according to his plan. Eph. 1:11]
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Discipleship Essentials
What John’s Gospel Teaches Us about Jesus Christ, Faith and Life

6. Grace and Truth John 1:14-17)

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as
of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. *> ( John bore witness about him,
and cried out, “This was he of whom | said, 'He who comes after me ranks before me,
because he was before me.’”) ** And from his fullness we have all received, grace upon
grace. ' For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus
Christ. John 1:14-17 (ESV)

The Incarnation is one of the great and distinguishing doctrines of Christianity. Through

this miracle the eternal Logos assumed human form in order to reveal the Father to us

and become a fit Lamb for sacrifice. John indirectly recognized Christ * s di vi nity by
the Jesus “was before me”, even though John wa
f 0Go d"RishesAtChr i Bxtpesnse” . Because Jesus took wupon
demands of justice, He is able to embody and extend to us both grace (an aspect of

God’s mercy) and truth (a component of God’ s |
could never do.

Mercy and truth have met. Righteousness and peace have kissed. Psalm 85:10 (GW)

The Law could not save us because the sin problem is internal. We are hopelessly

flawed and have no inherent ability to live righteously. [Heb.8:6-13] In his mercy, God

wanted to pull us back to himself, but his righteousness stood in the way. Jesus came as

the perfect combination of tAsGhsistiang, weonussspects o
learn to live in the tension between these two things. We must endeavor to live in

holiness while refusing to become judgmental or legalistic. We must learn that mercy

triumphs over judgment. [Jam.2:13]

When we share our faith with those who do not yet believe, we must remember that

people were attracted to Jesus because he loved them as they were and loved them too

much to | eave them where they were. We must as
grace and truth to people. [John 8:11]

Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing in every way more and more like Christ,
who is the head of his body, the church. Ephesians 4:15 (NLT)

Questions for Application and Discussion:

1. In what ways have you loved God this week? (prayer, Bible study, worship, and
obedience) In what ways do you need to improve?

2. In what ways have you loved your neighbor this week? (hospitality, reaching out,
service) In what ways do you need to improve?

3. Why is the doctrine of the Incarnation so important? [God had to become flesh in
order to become the federal head of a new race, the second Adam, and offer the
perfect sacrifice for sin as the Lamb of God.]

4. How did God become just and the justifier of those who believe? (Rom. 3:26) [It
would have been inconsistent for God to justify us without first appeasing his just
wrath against sin.]

5. Why is it important to use grace and truth when we share the gospel? [Mercy
gives us hope and attracts us to God. Psalm 130:7.]
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Discipleship Essentials
What John’s Gospel Teaches Us about Jesus Christ, Faith and Life

7. The Revealer of the Father (ohn 1:18: 8:37-44)

No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the
Father, He has explained Him. John 1:18 (NASB)

Perhaps the most essential reason Jesus came to earth as a human was to become the
revealer of the Father to us. It can be argued that all Jesus did was to facilitate a

reconciliation between us and Abba. Jesus is the only One who truly knows God the

Fat her . He has a permanent place of extreme

the Father, which can"beruhdexstbobodhas heartl a

reveal or explain His Abba to us.

All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son
except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom
the Son chooses to reveal him. Matthew 11:27 (ESV)

Most people wrestle with some sort of distortion concerning Father God because of
improper or entirely warped modeling by sinful human fathers. [Even good fathers can
be misunderstood by their children. e.g. the parable of the prodigal son] Jesus wants to
remove the embedded lies [strongholds — 2 Cor. 10:4-6] we may have believed about
Abba in order that we might experience a full reconciliation to him. If we miss this great

truth, we may miss |ifetéodegFaadahest sbhlessei hg. tHK

liberating and fulfilling thing that anyone can experience. [1 John 4:16-18; Eph. 3:14-19]
We can ask Jesus to reveal Abba to us, and he will certainly do it. [John 16:24] Knowing
Father God is both a matter of understanding Biblical truth and receiving experiential
revelation from Jesus via his Spirit. Put yourself in a position to receive revelation by
spending time with God.

Paul called the gospel message the “ministry

portraying God is the end time Judge, perhaps we should concentrate more on telling
people about his tender mercy during this time of invitation and opportunity. [2Cor.6:1-2]
He does not wish anyone to perish. [John 3:16] Instead, he has volunteered to suffer
incredibly to make reconciliation and restoration possible. [John 10:11]

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We
implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 2 Corinthians 5:20 (ESV)

Questions for Application and Discussion:

1. In what ways have you loved God this week? (prayer, Bible study, worship, and
obedience) In what ways do you need to improve?

2. In what ways have you loved your neighbor this week? (hospitality, reaching out,
service) In what ways do you need to improve?

3. How would you define reconciliation? What makes it possible? [First, the offense
must be removed. Reconciliation must be desired and pursued by both parties.]

4. To whom do you relate more easily, Father God, Jesus or the Holy Spirit?

5. Do you, like Paul, think of the gospel as being the ministry of reconciliation? Why
or why not? [/ believe he understood God'’s heart of compassion that motivated
Jesus to endure the cross for our sakes. Jesus did not die so he could condemn
us to hell. Instead, he died to make reconciliation possible. Now that he has paid
the price, he implores people to take advantage of what he did. John 3:17]
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Discipleship Essentials
What John’s Gospel Teaches Us about Jesus Christ, Faith and Life

8. The Lamb of God (John 1:29; 8:24; 10:17-18; 11:50; 18:14)

The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of
God, who takes away the sin of the world! John 1:29 (ESV)

Probably the best understood ministry of Christ is that of being the Lamb of God. John
the Baptist rightly recognized and proclaimed this unique calling of our Lord. Jesus
becameourPassover sacrifice. Because of his
passed over’
properly undertand this ministry, it is necessary to understand the meaning of the Old
Covenant sacrifices, too. What Jesus accomplished on the cross was a fulfillment of the
burnt offering, the sin offering the guilt offering and the peace offering. The sins of the
people were placed upon God’'s Lamb who c
punishmentso t hey coul d be d[gusshimamrogd “not gui l

For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become
the righteousness of God. 2 Corinthians 5:21 (ESV) [IDENTIFICATION, GAL. 2:20]

The first way we need to know Jesus is as Savior. He died to save us from our sins. His
blood was the price of the transaction. Not only were we forgiven, but we were also
justified (declared righteous) and redeemed (set free from slavery). When we first come
to Christ, we must receive the benefits of his shed blood, and our need for this never
ends. Jesus is our Passover every day. We must live in a continual attitude of
repentance and holiness before the Lord.

Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you really are unleavened.
For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. ® Let us therefore celebrate the
festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but with the unleavened
bread of sincerity and truth. 1 Corinthians 5:7-8 (ESV)

Make sure people understand that Jesus had to die as their substitute in order to
purchase their salvation, freedom and right standing before God. [In order for us to live
the overcoming life, however, we had to be identified with Christ is his death and
resurrection.]

Questions for Application and Discussion:

1. In what ways have you loved God this week? (prayer, Bible study, worship, and
obedience) In what ways do you need to improve?

2. In what ways have you loved your neighbor this week? (hospitality, reaching out,
service) In what ways do you need to improve?

3. What do you suppose people thought when John the Baptist called Jesus the
Lamb of God? What did Jesus know? [Did the people understand that Jesus
must die? Jesus knew that the cross was his destiny.]

4. What is the meaning of the laying on of hands when making a sacrifice? [The
offerer’s sin was transferred to the animal which was identified with the sin of the
offerer and substituted for the offerer.] (Lev. 16:21)

5. What does the Passover mean for us today? [The Lord’s Supper is our
remembrance of Christ’s Passover fulfillment. The feast has been completed in
Christ.]
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Discipleship Essentials
What John’s Gospel Teaches Us about Jesus Christ, Faith and Life

9. The Baptizer in the Holy Spirit (John 1:30-33)

I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me,
‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with
the Holy Spirit.” John 1:33 (ESV)

The second great ministry of Christ mentioned by John the Baptist is Baptizer in the Holy
Spirit. There is a progression to what Jesus accomplished. He came into the world to
shine as a light to draw men to repentance and Himself. He died for his disciples as the
Lamb of God. After he ascended into heaven, he sent the Holy Spirit to infill and baptize
his followers to enliven and empower them for ministry so that we can extend his
invitation to be reconciled to the Father. A person cannot approach God without

receiving Jesus as the Lamb. We are not fit for ministry without receiving his baptism in
the Holy Spirit. This gift is called the

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will
be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of
the earth.” Acts 1:8 (ESV)

The baptism in the Holy Spirit is available to all believers. All we must do is ask
for it and receive it by faith (Gal.3:14) . The evidence of receiving this most
precious and powerful gift is usually speaking in tongues or prophesying (Acts
19:6). Our mouths speak from the overflow of what fills our hearts (Mat.12:34).
When we are filled with the Spirit of God, our mouths speak wonders. The gift of
tongues builds up the individual through God-directed prayer. Prophecy builds up
the church through edification,exhoration and comfort.

If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more
will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” Luke 11:13 (ESV)

And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed,
because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. *° For they were
hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God...Acts 10:45-46 (ESV)

The Full Gospel includes the baptism in the Holy Spirit. Unless people are
equipped and empowered by the Spirit and His gifts, they are not experiencing all
that Jesus died to give them. Encourage people to receive this wonderful gift.

Questions for Application and Discussion:

1. Inwhat ways have you loved God this week? (prayer, Bible study, worship, and
obedience) In what ways do you need to improve?

2. In what ways have you loved your neighbor this week? (hospitality, reaching out, service)
In what ways do you need to improve?

3. Is the baptism in the Holy Spirit a separate gift from salvation? (Yes, but it can be
received simultaneously. Acts 19:2)

4. How do persons receive this gift? (By asking for it in faith and through the laying on of
hands. Jesus does the baptizing.)

5. What is the purpose of speaking in tongues? (personal edification, worship. thanksgiving,
intercession, “ySpmti-Ad@gor.lfhhRomt8p) t he Hol
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Discipleship Essentials
What John’s Gospel Teaches Us about Jesus Christ, Faith and Life

10. Organic Discipleship (John 1:35-51)

Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, was one of the two disciples who heard John and
followed Jesus. ** Andrew at once found his brother Simon and told him, “We
have found the Messiah” (which means “Christ’). *> Andrew brought Simon to
Jesus... John 1:40-42 (GW)

Bringing people into a discipleship relationship with Jesus is an organic process.
We can see from the above passage that disciples were won along relational
lines. We should take advantage of existing relationships and work at making
new ones so that we can be effective in winning people. Trusting Jesus is the
most important thing a person will ever do and has far reaching consequences. It
is unlikely that someone will rely on a stranger when making such a commitment.

Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the man whom Moses
wrote about in his teachings and whom the prophets wrote about. He is Jesus,
son of Joseph, from the city of Nazareth.” John 1:45 (GW)

Jesus must be the center of our gospel message and our testimony is how we
found him. Jesus is the message; we are the messenger. If we tell people how
wonderful our Lord is, they will be attracted to him as we are.

Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and remarked, “Here is a true Israelite
who is sincere.” *® Nathanael asked Jesus, “How do you know anything about
me?” Jesus answered him, “| saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.”
9 Nathanael said to Jesus, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the king of
Israel!” John 1:47-49 (GW)

The gifts of the Spirit are extremely useful in evangelism. Jesus won over the
skeptical Philip by using a word of knowledge. Be open and alert to the Holy
Spirit. He may show you things about the persons to whom you are witnessing
that will be useful in opening their heats to God.

Questions for Application and Discussion:
1. In what ways have you loved God this week? (prayer, Bible study,
worship, and obedience) In what ways do you need to improve?

2. In what ways have you loved your neighbor this week? (hospitality,
reaching out, service) In what ways do you need to improve?

3. How enthusiastic are you when you tell others about Jesus?
4. Have you recently invited anyone to come and see? Why or why not?
5. Why do you think the gifts of the Spirit are useful in evangelism?
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Discipleship Essentials
What John’s Gospel Teaches Us about Jesus Christ, Faith and Life

11. Obedience (John 2:5; 17:4; 14:21-24)

But his mother told the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” John 2:5 (NLT)

A huge key to being an effective disciple is obedience. Obedience is built on
trust. When we learn to trust God as we should, we will be able to do what Mary
commanded. We will be able to do whatever he tells us without arguing and
doubting. The sooner we come to this place, the better off we will be and the
more fruitful our ministry.True freedom is found in obedience to God.

Those who accept my commandments and obey them are the ones who love
me. And because they love me, my Father will love them. And | will love them
and reveal myself to each of them.” John 14:21 (NLT)

Obedience is the sure sign of our fear of and love for God. The promise to the obedient
that we wil/l experience God’
key to knowing and understanding more about
“Anyone who wants to do the will of God will know whether my teaching is from God or is
merely my own.” John 7:17 (NLT)I f you mer el y
applying it, you are in danger of becoming a self-deceived hypocrite. Pray that God will
make you a doer of the Word. Our submission to God must be reflected in obedience to
his delegated authorities here on earth, at work, home, school, church and in
government. (Talk about how to make anappeal. | t i s

di sciple is

aut hogrity?”

i mportant to

want to st

For it is not the hearers of the law who are righteous before God, but the doers of
the law who will be justified. Romans 2:13 (ESV)

But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. James

1:22 (ESV)

When sharing the gospel, make sure that people understand that they must

apply God’
surrender

s Word to their

i ves, not

to Christ’s Lordship, not

Through him and for his name's sake, we received grace and apostleship to call
people from among all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith.

Romans 1:5 (NIV)

Questions for Application and Discussion:

1. In what ways have you loved God this week? (prayer, Bible study, worship, and
obedience) In what ways do you need to improve?

2. In what ways have you loved your neighbor this week? (hospitality, reaching out,
service) In what ways do you need to improve?

3. What is the hardest thing about obedience?

4. Why do you think God only reveals himself fully to those who obey him?

5. Why is it important that people understand that becoming a Christian means we
must apply God’'s truth to
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Discipleship Essentials
What John’s Gospel Teaches Us about Jesus Christ, Faith and Life

12. God’s Heart for People (John 2:7-11 — Read passage aloud.)

This miraculous sign at Cana in Galilee was the first time Jesus revealed his
glory. And his disciples believed in him. John 2:11 (NLT)

Il sn’t it interesting that the first attesting

obedience to his mother in order to provide wine to family hosting a feast who would
have otherwise been embarrassed? Perhaps the greatest spiritual purpose was to reveal
how much God cares about people, down to the minutest detail of our lives.

Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or
‘What shall we wear?’ * For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly
Father knows that you need them all. ** But seek first the kingdom of God and his
righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. Matthew 6:31-33 (ESV)

The passage from John teaches us that we need to be alert to the everyday things in

people’s lives. God is ready to demonstrate hi

needs and cares about how we feel, too. Mary must have been a very emphathetic
per son. s anetheddstd to betemharrassed or the guests to be without drink.

She had such a close relationship with her

miracle, even against his protests. Have you ever noticed that those who expect much
often receive much?

But | tell you this—though he won’t do it for friendship’s sake, if you keep knocking long
enough, he will get up and give you whatever you need because of your shameless
persistence. ° “And so | tell you, keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for.
Keep on seeking, and you will find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened to
you. '° For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who seeks, finds. And to everyone
who knocks, the door will be opened. Luke 11:8-10 (NLT)

When sharing the gospel, look for obvious needs. Ask God to meet those needs through
you. Perhaps it will come through prayer, friendship, listening, sharing what you have, or
serving in some way. When people see that God loves them, it opens the door to faith.

This miraculous sign at Cana in Galilee was the first time Jesus revealed his glory. And
his disciples believed in him. John 2:11 (NLT)

Questions for Application and Discussion:

1. In what ways have you loved God this week? (prayer, Bible study, worship, and
obedience) In what ways do you need to improve?

2. In what ways have you loved your neighbor this week? (hospitality, reaching out,
service) In what ways do you need to improve?

3. What are some ways you have seen Go2d mi
Did it open their hearts to spiritual things?

4. Why do you think that serving people can open their heart to the gospel? [People
don’t care how much you know dJntil the

5. What are some ways you can show God’
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Discipleship Essentials
What John’s Gospel Teaches Us about Jesus Christ, Faith and Life

13. Christ’s Zeal for God’s Kingdom (John 2:13-17 — Read passage aloud.)

His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume
me.” John 2:17 (ESV)

There are only a few instances of Jesus exhibiting anger during his ministry; so,when it

happens, we need to pay special attention. In this case, he became incensed when he

saw what was intended to bring glory to God be
temple was supposed to be a “house of prayer f
robbers” . 17)Mawek llelaarn from this that zeal for
in us when we s e e-ofdhythe depilulm spah sitaasions; ibis proper

to feel that way.

He looked around at them angrily and was deeply saddened by their hard hearts.
Then he said to the man, “Hold out your hand.” So the man held out his hand,
and it was restored! Mark 3:5 (NLT)

The verse above is another instance when Jesus became angry with the religious

leaders for their hypocrisy. They feigned concern forkeepingGod'’' s | aw i nstead o
compassionate toward a person who needed God’ s
of showing love and mercy, God becomes angry. When we put making money ahead of

prayer and preaching the gospel, God is angry. What are we doing that reveals our own
hypocrisy and grieves God's heart?

You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you, for he wrote, ®
‘These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. ° Their
worship is a farce, for they teach man-made ideas as commands from God.”
Matthew 15:7-9 (NLT)

What are you zealous for? What motivates you? What to you give your time and heart

to? Zeal is a fire that burns deep within that clarifies our decisions and compels us to

serve sacrificially. Lots of people burn the midnight oil in the pursuit of money or

pl easur e, but what about God’'s kingdom? When p
evidence of a fire for God buring in your heart?

Questions for Application and Discussion:

1. Inwhat ways have you loved God this week? (prayer, Bible study, worship, and
obedience) In what ways do you need to improve?

2. In what ways have you loved your neighbor this week? (hospitality, reaching out,
service) In what ways do you need to improve?

3. How does prayer reveal zeal for God * s ki nLgke D8r6-B — Prayer is an
evidence of faith. Faith produces zeal.] How are you doing in this area?
4. How are you sometimes tempted to put religion above loving people? Can you
give an example from Christ’ sGogdar abl es of s
Samaritan: the priest and Levite put maintaining ceremonial purity above
showing compassion. Jesus did not do this. He touched he leper.]
5. What needs to happen to get the fire going again in your own heart? What are
you going to do about it?
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Discipleship Essentials
What John’s Gospel Teaches Us about Jesus Christ, Faith and Life

14. Christ’s Authority (2:18-22; 17:6-15; 19:14-22— Read passages aloud.)

But the Jewish leaders demanded, “What are you doing? If God gave you
authority to do this, show us a miraculous sign to prove it.” *° “All right,” Jesus
replied. “Destroy this temple, and in three days | will raise it up.” John 2:18-19
(NLT)

When asked to prove he had divine authority, Jesus told his questioners that the
resurrection would be the sign. The cross was the means to becoming Lord of Lords, but
the resurrection proved that Father God had indeed given him all authority in heaven
and on earth.

And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point
of death, even death on a cross. ° Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed
on him the name that is above every name, *°so that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, ** and every tongue confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Philippians 2:8-11 (ESV)

The path to authorityinGod ° s ki ngdom al ways goes through
would wield authority must die to their own

t h
de

| ead must | earn to serve. When rabble rousers

I srael s | our idergesst God praveyl whothdd eiving authority by taking a
dead branch from and almond tree and making it bud, blossom and produce almonds
overnight. God reveals those He has chosen through fruitfulness that arises out of death.
There are no short cuts.

The next day Moses entered the Tent of the Testimony and saw that Aaron's staff, which
represented the house of Levi, had not only sprouted but had budded, blossomed and
produced almonds. Numbers 17:8 (NIV)

When sharing the gospel with a seeker, make sure he or she understands that it is
necessary to submit to the Lordship of Christ and to embrace the cross, believing in the
power of the the resurrection and the indwelling Spirit.

Questions for Application and Discussion:
1. In what ways have you loved God this week? (prayer, Bible study, worship, and
obedience) In what ways do you need to improve?

2. In what ways have you loved your neighbor this week? (hospitality, reaching out,
service) In what ways do you need to improve?

3. Why must authority come through the cross? [Authority was lost through sin and

had to be regained by Christ’'s sacrifice.

cross to share.]JChrist’'s authority
4. Why is it important that Christ regain the authority Adam had lost through sin?

V

[SatanusurpedAda m’ s aut hority and used it to dest.

that authority to use it to bless.]
5. What kind of testimony results from someone accepting forgiveness from Christ

but not |living in subniawliesasnesLhwastAdamL

When Christians are disobedient, they falsely represent Christ, the Obedient
One]
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Discipleship Essentials
What John’s Gospel Teaches Us about Jesus Christ, Faith and Life

15. Don’t Be Naive (2:23-25; 6:2; 8:1-6 — Read passages aloud.)

Now while he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many people saw the
miraculous signs he was doing and believed in his name. ?* But Jesus would not
entrust himself to them, for he knew all men. ?° He did not need man's testimony

about man, for he knew what was in a man. John 2:23-25 (NIV)

Sometimes it is embarrassing how Christians can be so gullible, following

ministry

personalities who turn out to be con artists and have poor character. Jesus had no such
misguided naivete. When the crowds pressed him to be their leader, he knew their

motives were selfish. They were after what he could give them, instead of

appreciating

Who He is. Generally speaking, we should not assume that people have pure motives

until we have observed such fruit in their lives over time.

A righteous man is cautious in friendship, but the way of the wicked leads
Proverbs 12:26 (NIV)

Paul warned the church at Corinth

them astray.

t hat “bad co

15:33) Proverbs tells us that if we hang with angry people, we may pick up their bad

habits.

Don't befriend angry people or associate with hot-tempered people, % or you will learn to

be like them and endanger your soul. Proverbs 22:24-25 (NLT)

If we open our hearts to people whom we should not trust, we are foolish and inviting
harm into our lives. Only One deserves our full trust, and those who follow Him and
show the marks of true inward change should be ones to whom we open our hearts.
When sharing with people about Jesus, stress that He will never betray them or let them
down as have many people in their lives. He is a Friend who sticks closer than a brother
and whose name is Truth. The Holy Spirit will guide us into all truth if we open our hearts

to Jesus, and preserve us from wicked people.

Questions for Application and Discussion:

1. In what ways have you loved God this week? (prayer, Bible study,
obedience) In what ways do you need to improve?

worship, and

2. In what ways have you loved your neighbor this week? (hospitality, reaching out,

service) In what ways do you need to improve?

3. Why are Christians often so naive? [Perhaps because we trust God and think

people can be likewise trusted.]

4. What is the difference between showing mercy and being naive? [The two can be
linked, but when we show mercy despite having good discernment, it is more

God-like ]

5. What did Paul mean when he said, “Brothers, do not be children in your thinking.
Be infants in evil, but in your thinking be mature.” 1 Corinthians 14:20 (ESV)?

We must discern evil without

participating

evil to recognize it. Jesus never sinned but knows and judges evil correctly.]
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Discipleship Essentials
What John’s Gospel Teaches Us about Jesus Christ, Faith and Life

16. The New Birth (3:1-7 — Read passage aloud.)

Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see
the kingdom of God.” John 3:3 (ESV)

The new birth is an essential doctrine and experience of the Christian faith. Christ

became the “Firstborn” of a new race through t
governmental representative of the entire human race, bringing death and destruction

through his disobedience, Christ provided life and blessing through his obedience.

For as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one
man’s obedience the many will be made righteous. Romans 5:19 (ESV)

The new birth gives us a new beginning in a new family with a new Father, new

blessings, new rights, new authority, new help, and a new future. Without the new birth,

we might be forgiven, but would have no hope of righteousness or any ability to become

|l i ke Christ. God’'s goal is to transform us int
forgiven us.

For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his
Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. (See 1 Peter 1:3, Abba is
our Father.)®* And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called
he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. Romans 8:29-30 (ESV)

His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, (But we
Ydzad aidF1S8¢ GKS Litieovghihg Rnowledgeof bird wholcallddkus to his
own glory and excellence, * by which he has granted to us his precious and very great
promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having
escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire. 2 Peter 1:3-4
(ESV)

Remember to tell people that salvation is more
reconcile, restore and transform us. It is all about relationships.

Questions for Application and Discussion:

1. In what ways have you loved God this week? (prayer, Bible study, worship, and
obedience) In what ways do you need to improve?

2. In what ways have you loved your neighbor this week? (hospitality, reaching out,
service) In what ways do you need to improve?

3. What is the condition of your significant relationships (spouse, children, family,
friends)?

4. Could God have saved us without the new birth? Why or why not?

5. Why do you think Jesus responded to Nicodemus as He did in John 3:1-7?
(Apparently He saw that Nicodemus was relying upon ingetiual reasoning instead of spiritual
revelation.)

6. What does it mean to be born of water and the Spirit? (Natural and supernatural births)
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Discipleship Essentials
What John’s Gospel Teaches Us about Jesus Christ, Faith and Life

17. The Ministry of the Holy Spirit (3:8; 7:37-39; 14:16-17, 26; 15:26-27; 16:7-15)

The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it
comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” John 3:8
(ESV)

The Holy Spirit is perhaps the least understood Person of the Trinity, but His activity can
be seen everywhere. Like the wind, He is capable of exerting mighty force by using His
invisible power. He is the Executor of the Godhead, carrying out the desires of the
Father and the Son. His indwelling presence makes the Christian life possible. He is like

ariver of “living water” flowing up and out of tt
whereveritgoes. (7:37-39) He is called the “Helper”™ or “ Cc
alongside believers to enable them to experien

resurrection on a daily basis. (14:16-17) He is the One who teaches us and reveals

God’'s truth to us (14:26) and convicts us of s
27) and enables us to be bold witnesses for Christ. He will guide us into all truth and

faithfully represent Christ to the church and the world (16:13-15)

The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, Romans
8:16 (ESV)

Christians know they are God’'s childreih becaus
we do not have this inner witness, it should be cause for us to seek God concerning the
reality of our conversion.

And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. *
For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone
whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” Acts 2:38-39 (ESV)

We need to receive the baptism and empowering of the Holy Spirit in order to properly
represent Christ. Be sure to include this in your presentation of the gospel.

Questions for Application and Discussion:
1. In what ways have you loved God this week? (prayer, Bible study, worship, and
obedience) In what ways do you need to improve?

2. In what ways have you loved your neighbor this week? (hospitality, reaching out,
service) In what ways do you need to improve?

3. What is the condition of your significant relationships (spouse, children, family,
friends)?

4. What is the most significant ministry of the Holy Spirit in your own life?
5. Would it be possible to be a Christian without the Holy Spirit? (Romans 8:9)
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Discipleship Essentials
What John’s Gospel Teaches Us about Jesus Christ, Faith and Life

18. The Cross (3:9-18; 12:24-25)

And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be
lifted up, **that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. John 3:14-15
(ESV)

To teach his disciples the meaning and power of the cross, Jesus used two
exampl es i n Jthéserpest orgtiee pgeeand a wheat seed. The

serpentonthe polerefersto an i nci dent IiISoMoSes mddea s 2 1:

bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he would look at
the bronze serpent and live.” God had sent poisonous snakes into the camp of
Israel as a judgment upon their sin. In mercy, God had designated that the image
of a serpent on a pole would provide healing. In just the same way, Jesus
became sin for us and hung on a cross so that those who have been bitten by
the serpent (who have sinned), may look at Him by revelation and in faith and
live.

"For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and
believes in Him will have eternal life, and | Myself will raise him up on the last
day." John 6:40 (NASB)

The second example comes from farming. In order to grow a crop, a farmer must
take seed and plant it. Once in the ground, the seed is ruined and no longer fit for
human consumption. But when that seed germinates and later produces a crop,

its value is vastly multiplied. It takes faith to plant what you might have eaten. It

took faith for Jesus to die on the cross. It also take faith for us to follow him there
through obedience and by investing our

Truly, truly, | say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it
remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. John 12:24 (ESV)

These two examples represent relating to Jesus as Savior and Lord. We must tell
others the necessity of both.

Questions for Application and Discussion:
1. In what ways have you loved God this week? (prayer, Bible study, worship, and
obedience) In what ways do you need to improve?

2. In what ways have you loved your neighbor this week? (hospitality, reaching out,
service) In what ways do you need to improve?

3. What is the condition of your significant relationships (spouse, children, family,
friends)?

4. Why is the serpent on the pole such a compelling image?
5. What takes more faith, to receive forgiveness and healing via the cross or to plant
your own life in the hope of multiplication?

© 2009 Liberty Church 34 Pastor Pete Beck Il

A POD© Discipleship Teaching Series



ZO==>0O=r"10> @Z=IO>MmM-

@Z2=ATB>TITN

Discipleship Essentials
What John’s Gospel Teaches Us about Jesus Christ, Faith and Life

19. Humility (3:25-30)

John answered, “A person cannot receive even one thing unless it is given
him from heaven. “® You yourselves bear me witness, that | said, ‘| am not the
Christ, but | have been sent before him.’ ?® The one who has the bride is the
bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices
greatly at the bridegroom’s voice. Therefore this joy of mine is now complete. *°
He must increase, but | must decrease.” John 3:27-30 (ESV)

This passage teaches us two great principles of humility. First, we must
understand that anything we have is a
for us to become less and less, while his glory increases.

For who sees anything different in you? What do you have that you did not
receive? If then you received it, why do you boast as if you did not receive it? 1
Corinthians 4:7 (ESV)

One of the great dangers of being gifted and used by God is that we may
become proud. This happens when we think of ourselves as being independent
operators and fail to see that without Christ, we are nothing at all.

| am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and | in him, he itis
that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. John 15:5 (ESV)

This is why it is so important that our attitude must become like that of John the
Baptist: we must delight when we are abased or overlooked. The heart of the
servant is to see his master glorified, not himself.

When sharing the gospel with others, it is important that we communicate that
salvation comes from God and not from ourselves. Therefore no one can boast
before God.

But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God,
and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption, ** so that, just as it is
written, "Let him who boasts , boast in the Lord." 1 Corinthians 1:30-31 (NASB)

Questions for Application and Discussion:
1. In what ways have you loved God this week? (prayer, Bible study, worship, and
obedience) In what ways do you need to improve?

2. In what ways have you loved your neighbor this week? (hospitality, reaching out,
service) In what ways do you need to improve?

3. What is the condition of your significant relationships (spouse, children, family,
friends)?

4. How is stewardship related to humility?

5. Whatare somewaysinwhi ch God | et Paul decrease
in his life?
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Discipleship Essentials
What John’s Gospel Teaches Us about Jesus Christ, Faith and Life

20. Eternal Life (3:31-36; 17:3)

Now this is eternal life — that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus
Christ, whom you sent. John 17:3 (NET1)

Just what is eternal life? In the garden of Eden, God sent an angel to bar the way
to the tree of life, lest Adam partake of the fruit and live forever. Apparently
eternal life is something unrelated to performance and integral with partaking of
that in which there is that life. Although the tree of life was barred, the Bread of
Life made His appearance on planet Earth more than two thousand years ago. If
anyone eat of that Bread (Jesus), he will live forever.

| am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats from this bread
he will live forever. The bread that | will give for the life of the world is my flesh.”
John 6:51 (NET1)

Jesus was not advocating cannibalism. Instead he meant that whoever believes
in him will live forever.

Jesus said to them, “| am the bread of life. The one who comes to me will never
go hungry, and the one who believes in me will never be thirsty. John 6:35
(NET1)

Faith in Christ involves both knowing and believing in a living Person. Jesus
communicates to people via the Holy Spirit who reveals Christ to those who seek
God. The kind of faith that saves people comes from knowing and fully trusting
the Living God. This personal relationship with God imparts eternal life because
God indwells whomever believes.

When sharing the gospel with others, it is important that we communicate that
salvation is not just believing in the gospel or in a Christ: it is knowing the eternal
God who comes to live inside us in the Person of the Holy Spirit.

Then | will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate to be with you
forever — " the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot accept, because it does
not see him or know him. But you know him, because he resides with you and
will be in you. *® “/ will not abandon you as orphans, | will come to you. John
14:16-18 (NET1)

Questions for Application and Discussion:

1. How are you doing at loving God?

2. How are you doing at loving your neighbor?

3. What is the quality and condition of your significant relationships?

4. Have you shared your faith or otherwise ministered to anyone this week?

5. How does the above view of eternal life fit into a performance-based religious
system? In other words, do we obtain life by being “good enough” or by partaking
through a faith relationship in the One Who is life itself?
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Discipleship Essentials
What John’s Gospel Teaches Us about Jesus Christ, Faith and Life

21. The Great Commission (4:1-30; 34-38; 17:18-21; 21:4-6)

Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of the one who sent me and to
complete his work. 35 Don’t you say, ‘There are four more months and then
comes the harvest?’ | tell you, look up and see that the fields are already white
for harvest! John 4:34-35 (NET1)

The great commission is a command to go and preach the gospel and make
disciples, teaching the to obey the teachings of Christ. This is a joint venture
directed by the Holy Spirit and participated in by us. It is vital that we understand
that the Holy Spirit is at work in the world, convicting people of their sin and
readying them to hear, believe and respond to the gospel message.

And when he [the Holy Spirit] comes, he will prove the world wrong concerning
sin and righteousness and judgment — 9 concerning sin, because they do not
believe in me; 10 concerning righteousness, because | am going to the Father
and you will see me no longer; 11 and concerning judgment, because the ruler of
this world has been condemned. John 16:8-11 (NET1)

If we are assured that the Holy Spirit is working inside some of those to whom we
share the gospel, it should give us great confidence that we will see people come
to Christ. Jesus also has prayed in advance for those who will someday be
saved, and his prayers always get answered!

“I am not praying only on their behalf, but also on behalf of those who believe in
me through their testimony, John 17:20 (NET1)

Jesus took advantage of any and every situation that might provide an doorway
through which to impart life to people. He was not waiting for the “perfect time”;
instead, he cooperated with the Holy Spirit in unusual ways, as when he
ministered to the Samaritan woman at the well. When sharing the gospel with
others, it is important for us to be ever alert to the Spirit's promptings and be
open to his using us in unusual and supernatural ways to reach those he seeks.

Sow your seed in the morning, and do not stop working until the evening; for you
do not know which activity will succeed — whether this one or that one, or
whether both will prosper equally. Ecclesiastes 11: 6 (NET1)

Questions for Application and Discussion:

How are you doing at loving God?
How are you doing at loving your neighbor?
What is the quality and condition of your significant relationships?

Have you shared your faith or otherwise ministered to anyone this week?

Have you had the pleasure of the Holy Spirit using you to reach people in
unexpected and unusual ways? Have you ever used any of the gifts of the Spirit in
evangelism?

ar N PE
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Discipleship Essentials
What John’s Gospel Teaches Us about Jesus Christ, Faith and Life

Foundational Truth: The Meaning of the Covenants

In order to understand the Scriptures properly, it is necessary to have a working
knowledge of certain foundational truths. God relates to people by means of
covenants from beginning to end. The New Covenant, the basis of the Christian
faith, is only understandable against the backdrop of what came before. The
following is a brief summary of the meaning of the major Biblical covenants.

Some covenants are eternal; while, others are temporary. Some covenants are
unilateral, meaning that the covenant maker takes upon himself the full
responsibility for keeping it. Others are bilateral or multilateral, in which cases
either two parties or a group are bound by covenant responsibilities and
consequences. Some covenants build upon what came before, whereas in
another case, a new covenant might replace what was earlier in force. Grace
covenants are never ending, but works covenants give way to grace covenants
or are fulfilled by them.

Definition

A bond in blood sovereignly administered, which is formalized by a verbal

declaration and is often associated with oaths and signs through which persons

become committed to one other.

A To “make a covenant” meant to “cut a covenan:

A An animal was cut in two or otherwise killed, and its blood symbolized the judgment
that would come upon the covenant violator.

A This animal was the covenant victim, which received in advance the penalty for
disobedience by the covenant makers.

A 1t was understood that the same judgment would come upon anyone who later broke
the covenant.

A Bond in Blood

Covenant | Victim Symbol or Reality
Adamic Anlmalthat. Godwoul d provide a covering
provided skins and shame.

God would one day provide a sacrifice that would
actually remove sin and guilt. (Heb. 10:1-6)

Jesus was the fulfill maaa
Lamb who would remove sin. (Gen. 22:8)

Mosaic Sacrificial Animals

New The Lamb of God

Hebrews 9:22-28

Testament or Covenant?

For where a testament (diathéké) is, there must also of necessity be the death of the
testator (diatithémi). 17 For a testament (diathéké) is of force after men are dead:
otherwise it is of no strength at all while the testator (diatithémi) liveth. Hebrews
9:16-17 (KJV)
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For where there is a covenant, it is necessary to bring in the death of the covenant
victim, for a covenant is confirmed over the dead, since it is not availing at any time
when the covenant victim is living. Hebrews 9:16-17 (Concordant Literal
Translation)

In a testament or will, death inaugurates the will at the end of the relationship.

In a covenant, the death of the covenant victim begins the relationship. It is

clear that the New Covenant opens the door to a new relationship with God

through the death of the Covenant Victim, but since Jesus rose again, what

He did must be viewed through the | ens of
riches because the Son is dead; rather, we inherit because the Son died and

now lives within. A New Covenant Christian is an heir of God not because

Jesus died and left a will, but because we have been adopted as children by

our never-dying God thanks to the covenant provisions made through the

perfect obedience unto death of the Son.

Sovereignly Administered
God alone always sets the terms of the covenant. They never are dictated or
negotiated by humans.

The Verbal Declaration

God is a promise maker and the Great Promise Keeper, and he chooses to
relate to us on that basis. Our part in the relationship is to believe his
promises and act accordingly.

Numbers 23:19

Oaths, Signs and Commitment
Hebrews 6:16-18

Here we have a great example of how oaths and signs are used to strengthen
a covenant. God makes promises to us that are designed to draw us to
Himself in a faith relationship. He is committed to us and wants us to be
likewise committed to Him. He gives us an oath or a sign to confirm his
promise and make it even easier for us to believe. The signs are tokens or
reminders that the promise was made, just as a wedding ring is a constant
reminder of the vows that were made and of the permanence of the
commitment.

A Brief Summary of Covenantal History

In the Garden of Eden God sovereignly administered a bond of life and death

between himself and man. This is called the Covenant of Creation. It was a

covenant of works demanding absoluteo bedi ence f or obedi ence’ ¢
Adhering to the covenant provisions would result in life. Violation would mean

death. After the Fall, God covenanted with Adam (the Adamic Covenant) to
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provide a Messiah who would defeat Satan a
guilt and shame. After the flood, God inaugurated another covenant with

humanity (the Noahic Covenant) guaranteeing God would preserve the earth

from future floods. This was a unilateral grace covenant.

The New Covenant fulfills the promises made to Abraham that he would be a

blessing to all the earth and merges with the Davidic Covenant in the sense that

Jesus came as the fulfilled promise to David that he would always have an heir

on the throne. Paul understood that the New Covenant was also the fulfillment of

God’'s covenant after the Fkhé¢eGodolipeadewilhdam, w
soon crush Satan under your feet. May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be

with you. Romans 16:20 (NLT) However, the New Covenant fulfilled and

replaced the Mosaic Covenant, at least for those who believe the gospel.

Grace covenants are never ending, but works covenants give way to grace

covenants or are fulfilled by them. Salvation and even life itself cannot be

understood without reference to these covenants.Let s | ook i n more d
the New Covenant has fulfilled or replaced all which came before.

The New Covenant
Galatians 3:17-18

We see in this verse confirmation that grace covenant are never invalidated by

later works covenants. The Law was given to highlight G
our sinfulness and to demonstrate our need for a Savior. This did not invalidate

the Promise but made it all the more necessary. Those who choose still to live

under legalism have not yet understood this glorious truth.

Hebrews 8:13

The Law with its religious rituals and sacrifices became obsolete with the death

of the true Lamb of God. That is why the Temple was destroyed and will never be

restored by God. The sacrificial system is finished. To reinstate that would be to

say that Jesus’ sacrifice was not sufficie

Jeremiah 31:33-34

The Old Covenant Law failed because we are hopelessly flawed by our sin

natures.1't i s i mpossible for us to keep God’ s |
obedience. Therefore, God had to do something completely different.

He had to internalize His righteousness, which He accomplished by sending His

Spirit to indwell us. But before this could happen, we had to be forgiven, justified

and reconciled, which was accomplished on the cross and through the

resurrection of Christ.

Hebrews 8:6
Hebrews 8:7-9
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We now have a better covenant than before. Under the Law, our standing with
God depended upon our own performance and obedience. But that system did
not work, and God found fault with his people. The Law was not flawed, but we
are. Therefore the Mosaic Covenant was not and will never be able to save us.

Isaiah 42:6-7

Jesus is the covenant. All our blessings are in Him, not just provided by Him.

Under

t he

New Covenant ,

our standi

ng

perfect obedience and finished work on the cross. To live in grace is to accept
this amazing provision we have in Christ.

Summary

Covenant

Reference

Type

Summary

Edenic

Gen.1:26-
31; 2:16-17

Conditional,
Works

This covenant was made with Adam at the beginning. God
promised life to Adam for obedience, but death would be the
consequence of disobedi enc e
and destruction upon the entire race.

Adamic

Gen.3:14-19

Unconditional,
Grace

This covenant instituted the penalties for disobedience and
the promise of a Redeemer. God sacrificed an animal to
provide Adam and Eve with outer coverings, signifying the
covering of righteousness that would later be provided
through the death of the Lamb of God under the New
Covenant.

Noahic

Gen.9:1-17

Unconditional,
Grace

Thiscovenantinaugur ated the “secon
after the flood. In it God promised to never destroy the earth
again by means of a flood. The sign of the rainbow was
given as a reminder of God’
established human government to curb sin with capital
punishment being required for murder, gave animals for
food, put fear into creation with regard to mankind and
commanded humans to multiply fill the earth.

Abrahamic

Gen.12:1-3;
13:14-16;
15:1-7;
17:1-11

Unconditional,
Grace

Thiscovenant was a giant |l eap f
plan. God promised Abraham a son through whom he would
create a nation (Israel and later the church), give the land of
Canaan, produce kings and nations, and later the Messiah.
Through Israel would come the written Scriptures and the
prophets. All peoples would be blessed through the
Messiah. Circumcision was the sign of this covenant.

Mosaic

Ex0.20:1-
31:18

Conditional,
Works

This covenant was put into effect to demonstrate that
mankind is unable to save himself. (Gal.3:17-29) It points us
to the Messiah who alone can save. The sacrificial animals

point to the Lamb of God. The moral aspect of the Law
illustrates the holiness of God. The ceremonial parts point
toward the New Covenant. Circumcision and the Sabbath
were signs of this covenant.

Davidic

2Sam.7:4-
17;

1Chr.17:3-
15

Unconditional,
Grace

God promised to David a everlasting royal lineage, throne

and kingdom. The human dynasty was interrupted, but the

coming of the Messiah completely fulfilled this promise. He
will reign forever.
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righteous Law. We were identified with that death and also died.

5. Jesus became the guarantor or fulfiller of the covenant by living a perfect life
of obedience. When He rose again, we rose with him into New Covenant
blessings, being identified with the perfectly righteous Son.
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Covenant Reference Type Summary
The New Covenant was established between the Son and
the Father. Jesus fulfilled the Law (the Mosaic Covenant) so
that we might partake of His perfect righteousness.
(2Cor.5:21) God forgave sins and internalized righteousness
by sending His Holy Spirit to dwell in us and by creating in
New Jer.31:31-40 Unconditional, us a new he_art through th_e new birth. We are part (_)f the
Grace new creation or generation of those born of promise,
children of Abraham by faith. (Gal.3:7) Some consider that
water baptism, which corresponds to circumcision, is the
sign of the New Covenant; w
Supper, which might correspond to the Sabbath, is a better
candidate.
Isa.42:1-9; This covenant was made before creation between the
Everlastin 49:8; Unconditional, Father and the Son. It encompasses all the other covenants
9 Eph.1:3-10; Grace which are the means to the end settled before history
Rev.13:8 began.
1. The Old Covenantfailedt o accompl i sh God’s desire
relationship with Himself because could not keep the terms of the covenant.
2. The New Covenant succeeds because it no longer depends on our
performance.
3. Jesus was both the sacrificial victim and the guarantor or fulfiller of the
covenant.
4. As the sacrificial wvictim, Jesus took

t o

ou
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Foundational Truth: The Meaning of the Sacrifices

Just as the Bible can only be thoroughly understood by having a working
knowledge of the covenants; likewise, the great truths associated with the New
Covenant can only be grasped by being familiar with the Old Covenant sacrifices
and feasts. Sacrifices were part of the Bible from the beginning. God sacrificed
an anima | i n order to provide a covering for
offered to God a more pleasing sacrifice than did Cain. The Fathers of the Faith
offered sacrifices regularly. Under Moses, God set up a sacrificial system that
foreshadowed and helps us understand what Christ accomplished through his
death on the cross and subsequent resurrection. We will look at the five major
sacrifices under the Law of Moses. Some were voluntary while others were
required. We will show their basic purpose and meaning under the Old Covenant
and their fulfillment under the New. In every case, there is an offering, an offerer,
a priest and the receiver of the offering, God.

Voluntary Sacrifices
Voluntary sacrifices were left up to the will of the offerer. They were a means to
show love and devotion towards God beyond what the Law required.

The Burnt Offering (Leviticus 1:3-17; 6:8-13)
In this offering, the offerer brought the offering to the priest who sacrificed the
offering to God. God received all of this offering, except for the skin (Lev.7:8),
which as the priest’s portion. I n Chri st
offerer, and the offering. Some say he acted as his own priest, but a case can be
made that the reigning High Priest made the offering. (John 11:49-53) Leviticus
1:3
A This offering had to be from the herd and a male without blemish. Jesus
was taken from Israel and was perfect in every way.
A The sacrificial animal had to be brought before the authorities in order to
be accepted. Jesus was hauled before the Sanhedrin as part of the
process of consigning him over to death. Leviticus 1:4

The laying on of hands was the ritual by which the animal became the sacrificial
substitute through being indentified with the sins of the offerer. Christ became sin
for us so that we could become righteous through and in Him. (2 Cor. 5:21)
Leviticus 1:6-9

The animal was put to death and arranged upon the altar where it was

completely consumed by fire. Jesus was nailed to a cross (the altar) where he

poured out his life completely as a sacrifice to please his Father and to expiate

sin. First and foremost, however, his reason for going to the cross was to please

his Father. This satisfied God’'s desire f
a human being, something Adam failed to deliver. The author of Hebrews makes
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reference to the burnt offering. Hebrews 10:5-16; Leviticus 6:10-11; Leviticus
6:13; Romans 12:1-2

The Peace, Thanksgiving or Communion Sacrifice (Lev. 3:1-17; Lev. 7:11-21;
Lev. 7:28-34; Lev. 9:18-21; Lev. 22:17-30; Num. 15:7-12)

In this offering, the offerer brought the sacrifice to the priest who made the
offering to God. This is the only offering in which the offerer, the priest and God
all shared in the meal. Unleavened bread and wine were also a part, a clear
foreshadowing of the Lord’s Supper in the
covenant meal as a fulfillment of the Feast of Passover with his disciples and
commanded them to remember his death in the future by this reenactment and
fulfillment of the Old Covenant Peace Offering. Leviticus 3:1

Once again, a perfect sacrifice was required, Jesus being the fulfillment.
Leviticus 3:2

Once again we see that identification and substitution are foreshadowed through
the laying on of hands. The sins of the offerer were communicated or imparted to
the sacrifice who bore them as a substitute. The offerer became identified with
the offering. In a picture or type, the offerer was put to death through this
sacrifice. Jesus died in our place and we died in Him on the cross. (Romans 6:6-
11)

Leviticus 3:3-5

This part of the offering was for God alone.
Leviticus 7:11-15 (NLT)

Here we see that thanksgiving was integral to the peace offering, just as it is to
the Lords’ Supper under t Thebrddeewitho@igeast nant .
speaks of holiness, yeast being a picture of sin. (1Cor.5:6-8) Olive oil is a picture
of the Holy Spirit. | believe a case can be made that the bread without yeast
mixed with oil stands for our new creation spirit joined with the indwelling Holy
Spirit. (1Cor.6:17) The bread made with yeast is an acknowledgement that until
the resurrection, believers are a mixture. We have a sin nature and a new
creation at war. By allowing bread with yeast, God is saying that he makes
allowance for the uncompleted state of our salvation. He allows sinful humans to
partake of this holy meal and to be reconciled with Him.

Leviticus 7:28-36
Here we see that the priest gets a portion, too. God, the offerer and the priest all

partake. This stands for reconciliation between the Father, the Son and all
believers. This offering i s Stppdrfvhichl ed i n
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celebrates the communion, or fellowship we have with Abba, Jesus and other
believers.

Numbers 15:8-10)

Here we see anotherfor eshadowing of the New Covenant
uses bread and wine to remember the body and blood of our Lord.

The Grain Offering (Leviticus 2:1-16; 6:14-18; 7:12-13; Ex0.29:40; Lev. 23:13;
Num.15:7-12)

Grain offerings accompanied all burnt offerings and peace offerings. They
typically consisted of flour, oil, frankincense, and salt. They could be brought
cooked or uncooked. Part was burned as a memorial to God and the rest
consumed by the priests, since it was holy to the Lord.

Leviticus 2:11-16

Regul ar grain offerings could have no | eav
sinlessness. However, the grain offering presented at the Feast of the First

Fruits, or Pentecost, could have leaven. This represents the people of God, who,

though born again, have not yet been perfected nor are yet free from all sin. The

oil, Holy Spirit, is mixed with this leavened flour to make an acceptable sacrifice.

The indwelling Holy Spirit joins to yet to be perfected believers to make them

acceptable to the Lord. (Romans 12:1-2)

Leviticus 23:9-14

The grain offering associated with the harvest of the first fruits is also connected

with Pentecost. On the day after the Sabbath (Sunday), the bundle of the first

fruits of the harvest is raised to the Lord. This signifies the resurrection of our

Lord, who is the first-born from the dead. The grain offering with wine
foreshadows our celebration of the Lord’s
of the Lord’s resurrection, the first frui
righteous.

Involuntary Sacrifices
Involuntary sacrifices were required because of sin..

The Sin Offering (Leviticus 4:1-5,13; 6:24-30)

The sin offering was compulsory and not a sweet savor to the Lord. This offering
was for sins committed unintentionally, especially when restitution was not
possible. These sacrifices did not cover willful rebellion against God.

Leviticus 4:2)
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Should the high priest be guilty of such a sin, he had to make the sacrifice. Jesus
became sin for us, and acted in this capacity at the cross.

If the high priest sins, bringing guilt upon the entire community, he must give a
sin offering for the sin he has committed. He must present to the Lord a young
bull with no defects. * He must bring the bull to the Lord at the entrance of the
Tabernacle, lay his hand on the bull’s head, and slaughter it before the Lord.
Leviticus 4:3-4

Jesus took the blood of the covenant and sprinkled it before the Lord, opening up
access for us into God’s holy pr edowaofce, | u
things to come.

Leviticus 4:4-6

When Jesus died on the cross, the curtain of the temple ripped in two, giving us
free access to God. (Mat.27:51)

If the people sinned, the priest stood before God on behalf of the people and
made the sacrifice. Jesus acted both as high priest and as the sacrifice. The
people laid their hands upon the animal, signifying the transfer of sin to it, just as
our sins came upon our Lord at the cross. (Lev.4:13-15)

Leviticus 6:24-26

God has made us believers into a kingdom of priests (Rev.1:6; 5:10), and, as

such, we must eat the sacrifice. We now do
body and blood symbolically in communion and spiritually by faith in his finished

work of the cross. (John 6:53)

Leviticus 4:11-12

After Jesus was crucified outside Jerusalem, he was taken and buried outside
the city. (Heb.13:11-13)

The Guilt Offering (Leviticus 5:14-6:7; 7:1-10)

The distinction between the offenses covered by the guilt offering and the

offenses related to the sin offering is not clear. In general, however, the offenses

here appear to be more serious, as shown by the fact that the sacrificial animal is

more costly (a male instead of a female) and that the sins are described as a

“breach (5016) .f aliteh "wor d tr ans| a4skath)is‘ugedi | t of f
el sewhere with the sense of “5@pangteensat i on/
offering as a whole serves to repair the relationship between sinners and the

Lord. This has | ed some t o(E8WStubdyBible)i s a “r e
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Otherwise, there is not much we can glean from these offerings that we have not
already seen in the sin offering.

A Final Note

If one person sins unintentionally, he shall offer a female goat a year old for a sin
offering. @ And the priest shall make atonement before the Lord for the person
who makes a mistake, when he sins unintentionally, to make atonement for him,
and he shall be forgiven. ? You shall have one law for him who does anything
unintentionally, for him who is native among the people of Israel and for the
stranger who sojourns among them. * But the person who does anything with a
high hand, whether he is native or a sojourner, reviles the Lord, and that person
shall be cut off from among his people. 3 Because he has despised the word of
the Lord and has broken his commandment, that person shall be utterly cut off;
his iniquity shall be on him.” Numbers 15:27-31 (ESV)

No sacrifice was available to cover a deliberate and rebellious sin. Paul referred
to this when he wrote:

| thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he
judged me faithful, appointing me to his service, **though formerly | was a
blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent. But | received mercy because |
had acted ignorantly in unbelief, ** and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me
with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 1 Timothy 1:12-14 (ESV)

After we come to faith in Christ, it is vital that we serve God with a proper regard
for the mercy that has been extended to us and not presume upon it by
continuing to sin willfully. Since we are capable of deceiving ourselves, such
willful sin should make us question the genuineness of our faith, since those who
believe on the Lord, though not yet perfect, do not desire to sin, at least in their
heart of hearts. We all go through times of sinning due to a number of reasons,
but if we are truly born again, like the prodigal, we will return to the Father. He
uses chastisement to help us with this process.

For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth,
there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 2’ but a fearful expectation of
judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume the adversaries. ?® Anyone who has
set aside the law of Moses dies without mercy on the evidence of two or three
witnesses. 2 How much worse punishment, do you think, will be deserved by the
one who has spurned the Son of God, and has profaned the blood of the
covenant by which he was sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit of grace? *° For
we know him who said, “Vengeance is mine; | will repay.” And again, “The Lord
will judge his people.”** It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.
Hebrews 10:26-31 (ESV)

See also Hebrews 6:4-8 and 9:27-28.
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